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the preceding day. We afterwards, upon comparing log
books, ascertained that the Plassey was the first round the
Cape by eighteen days, but the above named two ships,
and three others, having, instead of going to the Mozambique
Channel as we did, proceeded by the outer passage, that is,
run down their Easting in a high southern latitude, when
they met with such strong westerly gales as to drive them
two hundred and twenty odd miles every four and twenty
hours for many successive days, whilst we who were between
Madagascar and the main land experienced light winds and
calms, had thus outstretched us ; such is the chance in
navigating.

To return to the Masulah boat. Notwithstanding the
"Dubash" and the rowers assured us the surf was very
moderate that morning, I thought it the most terrific thing I
had ever beheld, nor was my alarm at all lessened by ob-
serving as we approached it that Captain Wad dell threw aside
a large boat cloak which he had thrown over bin own and
my shoulders to protect us both from the spray of the sea
and intense heat of the sun, and also took off his gloves.
Upon my asking the reason of his so doing, he replied,
*e I don't know that there is any immediate danger, but
it is as well to be prepared for the worst." (I had often
heard he was an excellent swimmer.) Throe or four strange
looking things now came close to. our boat, which I under-
stood were called Catamarans, consisting of nothing more
than two or three largo trees, the trunk part only, strongly
lashed together, upon which sat two men nearly in a state
of nature, as indeed were those of the Masulah boat, having
no sort of covering but a small piece of nig tied with a
string round the middle. The Catamarans accompany
the Masulah boats through the surf, and when an accident
happens endeavour to pick up the unfortunate passengers.
The men belonging to them are perpetually washed off
by the violence of the sea but, being like fishes in the
water, easily regain their seats upon the logs. It is curious
to see how well they manage these unwieldy machines, and
the rate at winch they paddle them along.